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Everything Bad Is Good for You: How
Today’s Popular Culture Is Actually
Making Us Smarter by Steven Johnson



�&�K�D�S�W�H�U�����&�K�D�S�W�H�U�����&�K�D�S�W�H�U�����&�K�D�S�W�H�U����
�7�K�L�V���L�V���D���/�L�E�U�D�U�\�����1�R�W���D�Q���$�U�F�D�G�H�����D�Q�G���2�W�K�H�U���(�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���$�U�W�L�I�L�F�L�D�O���7�K�L�V���L�V���D���/�L�E�U�D�U�\�����1�R�W���D�Q���$�U�F�D�G�H�����D�Q�G���2�W�K�H�U���(�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���$�U�W�L�I�L�F�L�D�O���7�K�L�V���L�V���D���/�L�E�U�D�U�\�����1�R�W���D�Q���$�U�F�D�G�H�����D�Q�G���2�W�K�H�U���(�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���$�U�W�L�I�L�F�L�D�O���7�K�L�V���L�V���D���/�L�E�U�D�U�\�����1�R�W���D�Q���$�U�F�D�G�H�����D�Q�G���2�W�K�H�U���(�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���$�U�W�L�I�L�F�L�D�O���'�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�'�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�'�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V�'�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V

�¯�:�+�<�"���)�R�U���W�K�H���O�R�Y�H���R�I���G�H�D�U���R�O�G���0�H�O�Y�L�O �'�H�Z�H�\�����Z�K�\���Z�R�X�O�G���Z�H���W�D�N�H���R�X�U��
�K�D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���K�R�X�V�H�V���R�I���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���V�X�O�O�\���W�K�H�P���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�V�H���Y�L�O�H�����S�U�X�U�L�H�Q�W����
�P�L�Q�G���U�R�W�W�L�Q�J���H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�"���:�H�O�O�����L�W�¬�V���D���I�D�L�U���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����V�R���O�R�Q�J���D�V���\�R�X��
�U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���V�D�\�L�Q�J���H�[�D�F�W�O�\���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�K�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���3�U�L�G�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���V�D�\�L�Q�J���H�[�D�F�W�O�\���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�K�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���3�U�L�G�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���V�D�\�L�Q�J���H�[�D�F�W�O�\���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�K�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���3�U�L�G�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���V�D�\�L�Q�J���H�[�D�F�W�O�\���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�K�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���3�U�L�G�H���D�Q�G��
�3�U�H�M�X�G�L�F�H���Q�R�W���W�K�D�W���O�R�Q�J���D�J�R�3�U�H�M�X�G�L�F�H���Q�R�W���W�K�D�W���O�R�Q�J���D�J�R�3�U�H�M�X�G�L�F�H���Q�R�W���W�K�D�W���O�R�Q�J���D�J�R�3�U�H�M�X�G�L�F�H���Q�R�W���W�K�D�W���O�R�Q�J���D�J�R�����0�L�Q�X�V���W�K�H���'�H�Z�H�\���S�D�U�W�����R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H���°

���� �(�O�L���1�H�L�E�X�U�J�H�U�����I�R�U�W�K�F�R�P�L�Q�J���E�R�R�N��
�D�E�R�X�W���J�D�P�L�Q�J���L�Q���O�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V



�¯�:�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���S�D�S�\�U�X�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�K�D�W���Z�H���V�K�R�X�O�G�Q�¬�W���E�H���S�U�H�F�L�R�X�V��
�D�E�R�X�W���R�X�U���I�R�U�P�D�W�V���D�Q�G���V�K�R�X�O�G���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R���D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�H���Q�H�Z���R�Q�H�V�¹�����:�H���:�H���:�H���:�H��
�O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���D�G�G�L�Q�J���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���R�X�U���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���F�D�Q���K�D�Y�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���D�G�G�L�Q�J���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���R�X�U���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���F�D�Q���K�D�Y�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���D�G�G�L�Q�J���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���R�X�U���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���F�D�Q���K�D�Y�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���D�G�G�L�Q�J���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���R�X�U���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���F�D�Q���K�D�Y�H���D���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���D���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���D���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���D���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q��
�R�X�U���S�D�W�U�R�Q�V�R�X�U���S�D�W�U�R�Q�V�R�X�U���S�D�W�U�R�Q�V�R�X�U���S�D�W�U�R�Q�V�¬�¬�¬�¬ �Q�R�Q�Q�R�Q�Q�R�Q�Q�R�Q���������H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�D�V�W�L�P�H�V�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�D�V�W�L�P�H�V�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�D�V�W�L�P�H�V�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�D�V�W�L�P�H�V�����D�Q�G���Z�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�I���Z�H���D�U�H���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���Z�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�I���Z�H���D�U�H���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���Z�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�I���Z�H���D�U�H���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���Z�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�I���Z�H���D�U�H���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J��
�W�R���W�R�O�H�U�D�W�H���W�K�H���Q�R�L�V�H�����V�Q�R�W�����D�Q�G���F�K�H�H�U�L�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�H�V�����Z�H���F�D�Q���S�U�W�R���W�R�O�H�U�D�W�H���W�K�H���Q�R�L�V�H�����V�Q�R�W�����D�Q�G���F�K�H�H�U�L�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�H�V�����Z�H���F�D�Q���S�U�W�R���W�R�O�H�U�D�W�H���W�K�H���Q�R�L�V�H�����V�Q�R�W�����D�Q�G���F�K�H�H�U�L�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�H�V�����Z�H���F�D�Q���S�U�W�R���W�R�O�H�U�D�W�H���W�K�H���Q�R�L�V�H�����V�Q�R�W�����D�Q�G���F�K�H�H�U�L�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�W�H�V�����Z�H���F�D�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���R�Y�L�G�H���R�Y�L�G�H���R�Y�L�G�H��
�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���D�I�I�H�F�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���W�K�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���D�I�I�H�F�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���W�K�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���D�I�I�H�F�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���W�K�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���D�I�I�H�F�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���I�R�U���H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���I�R�U���H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���I�R�U���H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���I�R�U��
�W�K�H���E�H�W�W�H�U�W�K�H���E�H�W�W�H�U�W�K�H���E�H�W�W�H�U�W�K�H���E�H�W�W�H�U�����:�H�¬�Y�H���D�O�V�R���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���L�V���Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���D�E�R�X�W���W�H�[�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W��
�P�H�G�L�D���G�R�H�V�Q�¬�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���E�H���V�R�F�L�D�O�O�\���U�H�G�H�H�P�L�Q�J�����R�U���H�Y�H�Q���D�Q�\���J�R�R�G�����I�R�U���R�X�U��
�S�D�W�U�R�Q�V���W�R���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H���L�W�¹��

�¹�,�I���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���,�I���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���,�I���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���,�I���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V��
�W�R���R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���S�X�U�H�O�\���U�H�G�H�H�P�L�Q�J���W�R���R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���S�X�U�H�O�\���U�H�G�H�H�P�L�Q�J���W�R���R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���S�X�U�H�O�\���U�H�G�H�H�P�L�Q�J���W�R���R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���Z�L�W�K���S�X�U�H�O�\���U�H�G�H�H�P�L�Q�J��
�V�R�F�L�D�O���T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Y�D�O�X�H�����Z�H�V�R�F�L�D�O���T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Y�D�O�X�H�����Z�H�V�R�F�L�D�O���T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Y�D�O�X�H�����Z�H�V�R�F�L�D�O���T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Y�D�O�X�H�����Z�H�¬�¬�¬�¬�G���G���G���G��
�K�D�Y�H���W�R���W�K�U�R�Z���R�X�W���K�D�O�I���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�K�D�Y�H���W�R���W�K�U�R�Z���R�X�W���K�D�O�I���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�K�D�Y�H���W�R���W�K�U�R�Z���R�X�W���K�D�O�I���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�K�D�Y�H���W�R���W�K�U�R�Z���R�X�W���K�D�O�I���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���°

���� �(�O�L���1�H�L�E�X�U�J�H�U�����I�R�U�W�K�F�R�P�L�Q�J���E�R�R�N���D�E�R�X�W��
�J�D�P�L�Q�J���L�Q���O�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V
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� Ȳou’d have to dig up the most crotchety ‘children-should-be-neither-seen-nor-heard’-
espousing stick in the mud to find someone who would argue that storytime doesn’t belong in 
the library (even if they’d prefer that it didn’t happen when they were trying to read the paper). 
You’re reading books to kids, and libraries are all about books, right?

Well, sort of… libraries are all about content .  We circulate content by the ton, and that’s 
definitely our core business (for the moment), but we all know there’s more to the library 
than just content delivery .  We’ve found how beneficial it can be to take this content that 
our users would normally consume individually, at home, and make a social event out of that 
consumption.  We’re adding value .  Sure, dad could check out and take home Who Took My 
Hairy Toe and read it at bedtime, and that’s great, but it’s even better when parent and kid 
can come to the library together and hear Shutta Crum read it her way, and laugh, smile, and 
be scared along with other kids.  The added value is the quality of the storyteller, the 
experience distinct and more engrossing than that available at home, and the social 
interaction, both for kids, parents, and kids and parents, that solitary consumption of that 
content does not provide.

You see where I’m going with this, huh?  Hosting a videogame tournament at your library 
is just like storytime. �°

���� �(�O�L���1�H�L�E�X�U�J�H�U�����I�R�U�W�K�F�R�P�L�Q�J���E�R�R�N���D�E�R�X�W���J�D�P�L�Q�J���L�Q���O�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V
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http://www.quia.com/rr/124501.html



http://library.uncg.edu/de/boardgame.html



http://www.west.asu.edu/libcontrib/game/website/





You need to find articles and background information in order 
to make a presentation. Which resources are best to use?

a. Web sites you find using Google
b. Books and encyclopedias
c. A combination of library resources including journal and 

newspaper articles and books

Answer:  c. A combination of library resources including journal and 
newspaper articles and books

Your instructor placed some articles on reserve for 
your class to read. You can:

a. Access them online 
b. Go to the Circulation Desk to check them out
c. Either A or B

Answer: c. Either A or B
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“Much better that just 
a lecture”

“It was fun!  I didn’t 
fall asleep or 
anything”

“I like the game!! Does Milton 
Bradley make that one?”
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http://www.digitallearning.macfound.org/atf/cf/{7E45C7E0-A3E0-4B89-AC9C-E807E1B0AE4E}/JENKINS_WHITE_PAPER.PDF
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http://theshiftedlibrarian.com/archives/2007/03/06/ddr_not_just_for_libraries.html
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73yDRm8KaWY
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